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UNITE! Annual Survey Designed to Gather National and Global COPD Statistics, as well as Diagnostic and Treatment Attitudes and Approaches 

The UNITE! Annual Survey, sponsored by the International COPD Coalition (ICC), will provide national data on chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) worldwide. This data will form the basis of a worldwide database of COPD statistics and information, providing national health care providers, public health and government officials with the information they need to develop targeted disease prevention and treatment programs.     

The UNITE! annual survey will be conducted in approximately 75 countries worldwide, and both government data and expert opinion will be surveyed. 

“Despite the fact that COPD is the fourth leading cause of death worldwide, until now we have not had a clear idea of the exact picture this disease presents in local countries,” said Dr. Yousser Mohammad, ICC Chair.   “The UNITE! Annual Survey is designed to provide us with the information we need and allows us to benchmark our progress and success moving forward,” Ms. Mariadelaide Franchi, ICC Co-Chair, added.  

The UNITE! Initiative is being launched at World COPD Day 2008 with data from the International COPD Coalition (ICC) Report, a survey developed last year by Dr. Jochen Scheld.  This extensive telephone survey of nine representative countries/regions around the world (Canada, the United States of America, Brazil, Russia, Germany, Korea, Republic of South Korea, Norway and Italy) provided information on local COPD diagnosis and treatment approaches and unmet needs, and provides the foundation for the development of the 2008 UNITE! Survey.   

“The ICC Report provided us with insight into the profound misunderstanding and inaction surrounding the diagnosis and treatment of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), said Dr. Mohammad.  “With the launch of the UNITE! Annual Survey we are now prepared to delve deeper into the specific factors that hinder early diagnosis and treatment of this devastating disease,” she added.

# # #

About the Global Survey
During telephone interviews, held from September 5-7, 2007, International COPD Coalition (ICC) members and representatives from 9 different countries (Canada, the United States of America, Brazil, Russia, Germany, Korea, Republic of South Korea, Norway and Italy) were interviewed. The ICC Review revealed that the majority of COPD patients do not receive a COPD diagnosis until their disease has progressed to the “severe stage,” after their COPD symptoms are substantial. Lack of early diagnosis is due to several issues:
· There is an overall lack of awareness of COPD causes and symptoms among the public
· Initial COPD symptoms, like coughing, sputum production and shortness of breath frequently are not recognized as the first signs of COPD; instead they are accepted as a normal consequence of aging 
The survey also revealed there is low awareness among patients about COPD overall and key risk factors.  For example, in many countries, smoking – the main cause of COPD -- is not viewed as harmful or as a main cause of developing COPD.  Other findings include:

· There is a lack of early COPD diagnosis, and the majority of patients are not diagnosed until the “severe” stage of COPD.  As a result, there are a large number of undiagnosed and untreated patients, who might have benefited from treatment earlier in their disease in order to prevent further lung deterioration 
· Although most COPD patents receive their care from general practitioners (GPs), many GPs lack the requisite knowledge to diagnose COPD, lack appropriate diagnostic equipment (e.g., spirometers), do not follow COPD disease management algorithms and protocols, and have difficulties differentiating between asthma and COPD.  Furthermore, many people with COPD have restricted access to lung specialists, medications and rehabilitation facilities due to affordability and reimbursement barriers
· There is a need for enhanced patient access to specialists, rehabilitation facilities, and treatments, including oxygen therapy.  In addition, there is a critical need for a better approach to prevention and treatment of cigarette smoking, including governmental smoking cessation campaigns and anti-smoking campaigns
“These survey results provide an enhanced awareness of critical COPD issues in different countries and regions, including the disease’s effect on patients, and issues that need to be addressed moving forward,” said Ms. Mariadelaide Franchi, ICC Co-Chair. 
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