International COPD Patients in Action (ICOPA)
MEDIA INFORMATION

The International COPD Patients in Action (ICOPA) Taskforce
What is the ICOPA Taskforce?

The ICOPA Taskforce is a coalition of patient organisations. The Taskforce is not a patient support or advocacy group.

Which scientific/patient groups are members of the ICOPA Taskforce?

The ICOPA Taskforce is made up of the following patient groups:

· Associazione Italiana Pazienti (Italy) - http://www.pazientibpco.it 

· Australian Lung Foundation (Australia) - http://www.lungnet.org.au 

· Comité National contre les Maladies Respiratoires (France) - http://www.lesouffle.org 

· European Federation of Allergy and Airway Diseases Patients Association (Europe) - www.efanet.org 

· International COPD Coalition (International) - http://www.internationalcopd.org
Why has the ICOPA Taskforce been formed?
COPD has traditionally been associated with a nihilistic attitude (i.e. one that is negative, stigmatised and denies the severity of the disease or the potential for improvement).

Professor Bartolome Celli, Professor of Medicine at Tufts University and Chief of the Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine at St. Elizabeth's Medical Centre, US, has published a paper called ‘COPD from unjustified nihilism to evidence-based optimism.’ This concludes that a nihilistic attitude is unjustified on the basis of current evidence of the benefits of treatment and management options1. 
Professor Celli is chairing the ICOPA Taskforce, which has been brought together with the common aim of calling for a more optimistic approach to the management of COPD. 
What are the objectives of the ICOPA Taskforce?
The objectives of the ICOPA Taskforce are:
· To make the case for greater awareness of COPD as a serious and important disease
· To encourage an optimistic approach that can change the outlook for people with COPD
· To produce an evidence-based report that can be used to raise awareness of COPD amongst patients, carers, media and stakeholders such as governments and payors 
How is the ICOPA Taskforce funded?
GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) facilitated the formation of the ICOPA Taskforce in 2006.

GSK has provided sponsorship for all ICOPA taskforce activities to date. This financial support has included honoraria for the taskforce members to participate in three virtual meetings as well as a medical writer to compile the report.
For further information on GSK’s policy on working with individual patient groups in Europe, please visit the GSK website http://www.gsk.com/responsibility/cr_issues/patient-organisations.htm. 

A COPD patient perspective: the need to build confidence and a positive outlook – report from the ICOPA taskforce

Why has this report been developed?
The ICOPA Taskforce has developed an evidence-based report, which calls for a more optimistic approach to the management of COPD. 

What does the ICOPA taskforce aim to achieve through distributing its report?
The ICOPA Taskforce aims to make the case for greater awareness of COPD as a serious and important disease and to encourage an optimistic approach that can change the outlook for people with COPD.
The ICOPA report is an evidence-based resource that can be used to raise awareness of COPD amongst patients, carers, media and stakeholders such as governments and payors. 
Will other patient scientific/patient groups be joining the ICOPA Taskforce?

There are no plans to include additional scientific/patient groups in the ICOPA Taskforce. 

The ICOPA Taskforce is encouraging national scientific/patient groups to translate the report and use this to raise awareness of COPD amongst their constituents and key stakeholders in their countries. 
What are the next actions of the ICOPA Taskforce?
There are no further activities planned for the ICOPA Taskforce. 
The ICOPA Taskforce representatives encourage national scientific/patient groups to distribute the report and use this to raise awareness of COPD amongst their constituents and key stakeholders in their countries.
Enquiries

For further information, please contact:
[insert local contact details]
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What are the key messages from the report?


The key messages from the ICOPA Taskforce report are:


COPD is a chronic lung disease.  Death and disability from COPD are considerable, and increasing.  By the year 2020, COPD is predicted to become the third leading cause of death worldwide (exceeded only by heart attack and stroke)2,3 and the fifth cause of disability4


COPD is under-recognised, under-acknowledged and under-treated5. This could be due to a lack of recognition of the disease by healthcare professionals; patients’ acceptance of symptoms as a natural consequence of ageing or smoking. COPD can be easily diagnosed with a simple spirometry test1


COPD is not only preventable, but also treatable. Treatments are available to improve patients’ symptoms1











